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land of the deltas is usually very fertile, and
if of sufficient elevation to drain, it is un-
usually valuable for agricultural purposes.
See river; erosion.
DELUG-E, del'uje, the name given to the
great flood that covered the earth in the time
of Noah, an account of which event is given
in chapters six, seven and eight of the book
of Genesis. According to the Bible narrative,
the people of the earth had become so wicked
that God sent a deluge which covered "all
the high hills that were under the whole
heaven" and destroyed all living things ex-
cept those which previously had entered the
Ark built by Noah. Besides Noah and his
family, the Ark sheltered one male and one
female of every species in the animal king-
dom. After 150 days the waters "began to
subside, and during the seventh month the
Ark rested on Mount Ararat. Then Noah
sent out a dove to see if the waters had dis-
appeared. When the bird returned for food
and shelter he replaced her in the Ark and
kept her for seven days. After a second
trip the dove returned with an. olive leaf,
and when she was sent out a third time
she returned no more. Then Noah knew that
the waters had dried up, and that soon he and
his family could return to their homes.
DEMAND AND SUPPLY. See supply
and demand.
DEMARCATION, de mar ha'shun, line
of, Very soon after the discovery of the
New World a dispute arose between Spain
and Portugal over territorial rights in South
America. The matter was referred to Pope
Alexander YI for settlement. He drew a
line on the map of the Americas running
north and south at a distance of 600 miles
west of the Azore and Cape Yerde islands.
To Spain he assigned all lands west of that
line which Spaniards had discovered or
might later find, and to Portugal he as-
signed all lands acquired in like circum-
stances to the east of that line. The loca-
tion of the line was later changed by the two
nations to 2,220 miles west of the Cape
Yerde Islands. Thus is explained why Por-
tuguese is today the language of Brazil, and
Spanish of all other South American coun-
tries. The ownership of the Moluccas and
Philippines was settled in a similar way.
DEMENTIA.    See insanitt.
DEME'TEB.   See ceres.
DE MILLE, james (1837-1880), a Cana-
dian educator and  author, born  at  Saint
 John, New Brunswick. He was graduated
from Brown University in 1854, from 1860
to 1865 he was professor of the classics in
Acadia College (Wolfville, N. S.), and
from 1865 until his death was professor of
history and rhetoric in Dalhousie College at
Halifax. His publications include Andy
O'Hara, The Soldier and the Spy, The
Dodge Club, The Living Link and A Castle
in Spain.
DEMOCRACY, rule by the people. See
government.
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, the name given
to the party in American history which
was the successor of the Republican or
Democratic-Republican or Anti-Federalist
party, its fundamental doctrine being the
application of the most democratic principles
to the government. Specifically, it urged
the strict construction of the Constitution
and the strengthening of the state govern-
ments at the expense of the national govern-
ment. It first came to power in 1801, with
the election of Jefferson, and retained con-
trol of the national government continuously
from that time until 1825, when John Quincy
Adams, a former Democrat, but recently
converted to the principle of loose construc-
tion and centralization, was elected over
Andrew Jackson, the Democratic candidate.
It returned to power in 1829, with the elec-
tion of Jackson, was defeated in 1841 by
William Henry Harrison, the Whig candi-
date, and again in 1848 by Taylor, a Whig,
owing to a quarrel among New York State
Democrats (see baknbtjrners). There-
after, it was continuously successful until
the election of Lincoln in 1860.
The issue of slavery and the Civil War
caused a serious division in the-party, and
it did not again become united until ten
years after the war, when, with Samuel J.
Tilden as a candidate, the party gained a
majority of the popular vote, though Tilden
was defeated by the electoral commission (see
electoral commission). In 1884 its can-
didate, Grover Cleveland, was chosen presi-
dent, was defeated in 1888 and was again
elected in 1892.
Prom  1896   to  1912   the party  was  in
opposition, but returned to power in 1912
(Wilson, 1913-21), and again in 1932 with
the   election   of   Franklin   D.   Roosevelt.
.See political parties.
For   a   detailed   history  of   the   party,   itr
principles  and its relations to  other partis?
see Political Parties in the United State?

